CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIARY

VMO -251

Covering Period--July 1, 1943 to July 30, 1943

To do Justice to work agccomplished and respect to
perSanel concerned, a much more detalled account should be
submitted but roughly this will bring us to date.

VMO-251 returned from duty beyond the sea on 2 June,

1943, gfter about one vVears actlve duty in the South West
Pacific Islende, including New Hebrides and Guadalcanagl.

Cfficers returning to the United States lncluded =
Captsain Michgel R. Yunck (acting Commgnding Officer), Captain
Clsude H. Weleh, letlt. Walter W. Pardee, lstLt. Donalde
Klas, 2ndLt. Glen "F Keithlev, Marine Gunner George P. Bunker,
Mecrine Gunner John Z. Knight, and Marine Gunner. Hubert M.

- Ridgers, slso Lieutenant Ramon J. Wallenborn, USNR.

A1l the origingl VMO-251 personnel were aboard on the
return trip plus a few casuals totaling 216 men.

_ Upon arrivel at Kesrney Mesa, all officers and men wgre
cr-nted leave of absence (30 davss for.a much needed and _
deserved recst. o Gl i SR

Upon the return from leave*we found our old squadron T e ol
persnnnel torn ssunder.

The morsle of the officers gnd men during our tour ol
duty oversess hod been excellent throughout. It ie belleved
that during this period all personnel concerned have learned
more ahout thelr professional and technleal duties than tﬁei
norm=11y would in three years of routine garrison du%y “2} ]
credit is d.ue technicaﬂ- 801 el fer the’
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' DECLASSIF IED

-

VMO-251 was attached to MBDAG-44(fcrming), Marine
44 Corps Air Staticn, Mojave, Californie.
¢ July Totzl muster on this date included 3 officers,
* and 82 enlisted men.
2 Jeeps, 1 carryall assigned.
. Routine. '
July 19. Routine.
July 20. Routine.
July 21. MTSct. Howard A. Bglley transferred to Headquarters
Squadron thls group. Corporal William C. Fahy,
transferred to Service Sguadron, MBDAG-44.
July 22. The following men were transfepred to Headquarters
3 Squadron MBDAG-44: MTSgt. Timothy D. Sulllvan, TSgt.
Joseph R. Haverkamp, TSgt. William Nochols,
StfSgt. Donald J. Dolan, 8tfSgt. Rawley R. Hill,
StfSgt. Vernon A. Trask, StfSgt. Bruce, Sgt. Willlam
C. Ordway, Sgt. John W. Hayward, 8gt. Chris J. Barrls,
StfSgt. Michael "A" Ruiz, Jr., Corp. Burnett L. Brown,
Corp. Edward Wsite, PFC. Jack C. Nicholsg, PFC.
James &. Wigney, ACk Theodore R. Stevens, ACkK.
Robert E. Stone.
The following man to Service Squ=drcn, MBDAG-44:
TSgt. LgVerne E. Thorpe. The followlng men
traneferred to VMF-218, MBDAG-44: MIBSgt. AmOs D.
Kinsey, MESgt. Robert F. Stewart, StfSgt. Frank B.
Miezwa, Sct. Steve Bledsoe, Corp. Theodore H. Beveridge.
MTSgt. Kenneth D. Myers transferred to VMF-225,
; | m - . L
1 . LetLt. Walter W. Pardee reported from leave.
.1- "MT8zt. Louis J. Cignottl end StfSgt. Walter F.
- Madden STAD with United Aircraft Corp., Pratt
& Wnitney Airecraft Div., East Sartford Conn.
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